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WELCOME MESSAGE – PATRON’S SALUTE 
 

 

I hope everyone finished up the year safe and well. I haven't heard of anyone falling ill 

from the dreaded virus so I assume all got through unscathed. 

 

I also hope we see an increase in membership this next season. I suspect every club is 

suffering from a declining number of active members. If this is not the case your club is 

fortunate.  

 

What is the cause? Has the old motto of vigilance and service lost some appeal? In 

some cases, I feel it is an influx of people from the south not accustomed to our friends 

the stingers and crocs. 

 

I could be wrong as I have a feeling that clubs everywhere are experiencing the same 

trend. Let’s hope the decline has hit rock bottom and numbers improve. 

 

Not having been involved in training and assessing for some time, as I have just entered into my 88th year, I should 

imagine we have fewer numbers in these fields because of tried and proven methods being discarded and more 

elaborate, unnecessary systems replacing them. Maybe I have joined the dinosaur contingent! 

 

Here's hoping for better. 

 

Reg Butler OAM.  

Patron, Life Member 

  

OUR VISION 

“ZERO PREVENTABLE DEATHS IN 

QUEENSLAND PUBLIC WATERS” 
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Members of the North Barrier Branch, I am again privileged and honored to present my 

report for the 2019-2020 season in our 84th year. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank all of our North Barrier Branch members who volunteer not 

only their valuable time, but also go above and beyond what is expected of them. I would 

also like to thank our supporters and sponsors for your contributions of product and financial 

assistance to make the Surf Lifesaving movement the world leading organisation it is today.  

 

This season has been the most challenging season that I have been involved in, especially 

the second half, due to covid-19. We are now living in a very changing world, but when we 

were needed, our NBB members stood up to be counted and kept our beaches safe during these periods of uncertainty 

when it mattered the most. This was very challenging and scary at times, but also very rewarding. We as a Branch again 

met these challenges head on.  

 

I believe as an organisation, we need to move forward as a united Branch. We have shown during this uncertain period 

of covid-19, that we have amalgamated as a combined group. Our outstanding NBB Council and Executive committee 

members continue to contribute their vast knowledge and volunteer their valuable time in making our Branch not only 

viable but also sustainable into the future.  

 

Our vision again for the season was “Zero Preventable Deaths in Queensland Public Waters” and with our enthusiastic 

NBB patrolling members, we achieved this objective. This would 

not have been possible without the great work and assistance of 

our Clubs, NBB members and the tireless work from our NBB 

Director of Lifesaving Lex Johnson & his dedicated team.  

 

On a personal note, I would like to thank our NBB DOLS Lex 

Johnson for the professional manor he handled the past several 

months of the season and his continued communications with all 

of our NBB clubs during these uneasy times. Your contributions 

to our Branch have been exceptional and again thank you. 

 

Our NBB members again 

showed their commitment to 

their local communities, North Barrier Branch, Surf Lifesaving Queensland and 

Australia, with volunteer patrol hours exceeding expectations. With a total of 16,172.84 

hours for the 2019/2020 season, I again sincerely thank all of our dedicated members 

for your contributions. 

 

In the surf sports arena this season, under the guidance of our Director of Surf Sports 

Jason Wells and his dedicated committee, NBB supported our members to attend and 

compete at various carnivals. Our attendance numbers have been pleasing with 

increases from previous seasons. It was very disappointing that the later season 

carnivals needed to be suspended and abandoned due to the covid-19 pandemic.  

 

The NBB junior/youth team was selected by the NBB DOSS Jason Wells and his 

selection committee. It was most disappointing that our members who trained all 

season to peak for the Queensland & Australian titles could not attend, as these events 

were also cancelled. 
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I thank Jason and his team, officials, competitors & supporters for their 

contributions to the 2019-2020 surf sports season. 

 

Our NBB Membership Director Shannon Morgan and NBB Junior Activities 

Director John Molony have also done a tremendous job this season under 

difficult circumstances. The Branch held a junior U12 & U13 camp at the Ayr 

SLSC at Alva beach.  This camp was a winner with all involved in all aspects 

and will only become bigger and better into the future.  

 

Our NBB leadership development camp was cancelled this season due to 

covid-19, but our dedicated membership team is still working away in the background to hopefully reignite this camp 

when the Government restrictions have been lifted. 

 

Our membership team is always striving to provide positive pathways for our members to develop and prosper. As a 

Branch we can achieve this goal whilst not only providing direction, but also imparting our vast knowledge to achieve our 

goals in developing our youth.   

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Surf Girl entrants from within the North Barrier Branch. These young 

ladies, as well as their dedicated committees, ensure their Clubs and the Surf Lifesaving movement are the winners. I 

would like to give a special mention to these young members, Keesha Close from Mackay SLSC and Toni Morgan from 

Ayr SLSC who have continued to support the Surf Lifesaving movement during these challenging times with innovative 

ways to fundraise for their clubs. Congratulations and well done. 

 

To our NBB Finance Director Julie Muller & NBB Administration Director Jenny Heery, thank you for your valuable input 

and ongoing support to our dedicated Executive committee. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank our SLSQ Regional Manager Luke Wilson and his dedicated team 

(Zoe & Mandy) for their ongoing assistance this season. I also thank our Club administration officers for their continued 

support to the North Barrier Branch and our Clubs over the past season.  

 

As with any volunteer organisation, it is not all smooth sailing. This past 12 months we have had setbacks and issues, 

however, our season continued strongly. We have had several patrol breaches from a number of our NBB Clubs for 

various reasons.  These were all addressed and we as a Branch are working closely with all of our Clubs so these patrol 

breaches do not occur again. 

 

We also had a number of judicial hearings this season, with all matters being addressed following the NBB Constitution 

& By-laws. I thank the NBB Judiciary members for their time in dealing with these matters this season. 

 

We have seen robust debates in our Standing, Executive & Council committee meetings as to the direction forward for 

our Branch. Robust debates in Surf Lifesaving is not unusual and when matters or issues are required to be put to a 

vote, we follow all NBB processes and procedures. We are all bound to follow our NBB Constitution for all of our 

decisions. Once a decision on matters is made via the correct processes, then we all must abide by the umpire’s 

decisions within our Branch. 

 

I also thank our dedicated Club Presidents who make up our NBB Council.  

Thank you for your ongoing support, robust debates and input this season. 

 

Finally, to the NBB Executive committee, thank you. Without your commitment, 

we could not have achieved our goals. I look forward to working with you in the 

future to build on the strength and commitment that is the North Barrier Branch.  

 

I look forward to a super 2020-2021 season. 

Yours in Lifesaving 

Gary (Hookie) Morgan  
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DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND PLANNING’S REPORT 
 

As the 2019-20 season has ended, we now have the opportunity to reflect on the events that 

have occurred during this year. None more than the introduction of the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

Covid-19 pandemic was something that no one at any level was prepared for.  To all the North 

Barrier Executive, Clubs and families, if we consider the challenges that Covid-19 bought to our 

normal lives we have done an outstanding job in adjusting to changes brought in by the 

government and our governing body SLSQ. Everyone is to be congratulated on implementing 

the change and the patience you have displayed. This season will be well remembered for the 

Covid-19 challenges. We have all played a huge part in keeping Clubs up to date with vital 

information in regards to the pandemic, but I would like to make special mention to Lex Johnson 

who did an incredible job in ensuring all Clubs were well informed. As you all know Lex has a 

few roles in the Branch and does a great job with each of them. 

 

Apart from the Covid-19 pandemic, not many seasons go by without there being some form of conjecture within our 7 

Clubs. This season a decision was made to end the Junior Lifesaving Branch Team. The branch team concept was 

given a probationary period by SLSQ when first tabled and has been given several extensions over the seasons to keep 

going.  The decision to end the Branch team concept was not taken lightly by the Club Presidents (Councillors) and was 

open to some debate for the pros and cons.  We know that a few clubs are disappointed with the decision and their 

concerns being mainly for their junior members.  This decision should encourage Clubs to develop their fringed 

competitors and train them to be an asset for their Club and peers. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

those members who have been the backbone behind the team in selections, travel arrangements, catering, managing, 

coaching and organising equipment to be transported, unfortunately it has been the same people year in and year out.  I 

think these people may have been somewhat burnt out. Everyone knows that many hands make light work.  

 

A pleasing aspect to the end 

of this season is the number of 

nominations the Branch has 

received for the annual 

awards, which is a vast 

improvement on the number 

we received last season. The 

Clubs should remember the 

awards are a way of 

supporting their members who 

deserve recognition at a 

branch and state level, not 

only a club level. 

  

We have had a couple of issues through the season concerning patrols but hopefully everyone is heading in the right 

direction. It is very difficult to placate all clubs but as a Branch Executive, we do try to assist where possible, and at the 

end of the day the Executive are also volunteers. Thank you to the Executive Committee and Councillors. 

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mandy Bone (Regional Administration Officer) and a big thank you to Luke 

Wilson (Regional Manager) who finds it very difficult to say no, nothing is ever too much trouble for him. 

 

I would like to congratulate George Clarke on his great effort and contribution of 50 years in lifesaving! 

 

I am looking forward to next season and hope by the time our Patrols begin, we as a country and state will be back to 

normal. Go away Covid-19!!! Please everyone enjoy the break and I will see you in 2020-21. 

 

Yours in Lifesaving 

Jenny Heery  
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SLSQ REGIONAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

As the sun set across our beautiful North Barrier beaches on May 4 and our 2019-2020 season 

came to a close, we can be very proud of the massive contributions our lifesavers have made 

within our communities from Sarina to Forrest Beach. 

 

I send a big thank you to everyone 

who has patrolled our beaches, 

educated and trained our members, 

assisted the general public, organised 

surf sport carnivals, administered our clubs, promoted water 

safety, driven fundraising efforts, provided first aid, attended 

meetings, helped to get kids having fun being active, 

implemented programs, completed paperwork and positively 

contributed to surf lifesaving across our region. 

 

Our goal over the past 12 months within the regional support 

centre in Pallarenda has been to create a culture whereby clubs and volunteers can come to us for as much support and 

guidance they need.  We understand the requirements, challenges and barriers that are involved with running clubs 

along with the many processes that need to be followed to comply with SLSQ and SLSA policies.  Our awesome staff of 

Zoe (regional development officer), Mandy (regional administration officer) and I are here and keen to help you navigate 

the complexities of SLS administration, so feel free to call or email us with as many questions as you like. 

 

One of the things I love most about my role with 

SLSQ is working closely with the NBB Executive.  

Hookie, Jen, Julie, Lex, Wellsy, Shannon, John 

and Frank are an amazingly committed, 

knowledgeable and passionate group.  Their 

leadership and guidance of the Branch through 

monthly meetings, regular communications and a 

great deal of behind the scenes work that often 

goes unnoticed, is integral to the ongoing 

operations of North Barrier.  Thank you to you all. 

 

Our Club Presidents, Club Captains and 

management committees always face challenges 

to ensure the development and viability of their clubs.  Without them, we don’t have surf lifesaving.  I am very thankful we 

have committed members who take on these challenges and are happy to work with us through the many phone calls 

and emails!  To Chris, Tony, Brad, Darrin, James, Ross, Rod and Neil, thank you for leading your Clubs. 

 

The trials and tribulations of what next season has in stall for us is anyone’s guess.  Covid-19 has completely turned the 

world upside down and it’s something we’re going to need to manage into the future.  With all the unknowns, the one 

thing I know for certain, is that our clubs and lifesavers will continue to do everything they can to keep our beaches safe 

and provide wonderful opportunities for people of all ages to get involved in the great movement that is surf lifesaving. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Luke Wilson  
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

NORTH BARRIER BRANCH LIFE MEMBERS (*Denotes Deceased) 

1955 *Sam Johnson MBE  Ayr 1994 Assoc. Prof. Vic Callanan AM   

1961 *Bob Burrell OAM  Arcadian 1994 Assoc. Prof. John Williamson AM   

1962 *Jack Sellars  Forrest Beach 1995 Flo Payne OAM  Mackay 

1963 *Cec Honey  Arcadian 1996 Ray Carter  Picnic Bay 

1964 *Arnold Hogan  Arcadian 1996 Assoc. Prof. Peter Fenner AM  Mackay 

1965 *Don Johnson  Ayr 1999 Kevin Couper  Mackay 

1966 *Doug Bird  Arcadian 1999 George Moody  Mackay 

1967 *Don Howlett  Arcadian 2000 Noel Henderson  Arcadian 

1968 John Menico OAM Forrest Beach 2001 Michael Clyde  Mackay 

1969 *Alf Franks  Ayr 2002 Chris Cantoni  Forrest Beach 

1973 Bert ‘Hock’ Keyse  Ayr 2008 Lyn Coomber  Arcadian 

1977 *Stuart Braddick  Picnic Bay 2008 Gary Gage  Picnic Bay 

1977 *George Sadd  Picnic Bay 2008 Darrin Bragg  Picnic Bay 

1977 *Peter Grant  Arcadian 2008 George Clarke  Picnic Bay 

1977 *Maurie Mulcahy  Ayr 2008 Graeme Gibson  Forrest Beach 

1978 *Don Foreman  Maroochydore 2008 John Galea  Eimeo 

1979 *Pat Madden  Mooloolaba 2008 *Tony Pashalis  Eimeo 

1980 *Brian Coomber Arcadian 2008 Peter (Stan) Ridland  Mackay 

1981 *Reid Anderson  Picnic Bay 2008 Rod Leach  Mackay 

1986 Reginald Butler OAM  Mackay 2008 Don Roche  Sarina 

1986 *Norm Howland OAM  Mackay 2011 Elizabeth Sheret  Arcadian 

1987 *Jack Paterson  Picnic Bay 2017 Gary Morgan Picnic Bay 

1988 * Doug Hannah Arcadian 2018 Charlie Pashalis Arcadian 

1994 Frank Burke  Arcadian     

       

SURF LIFE SAVING QUEENSLAND  LIFE MEMBERS (*Denotes Deceased) 

1961 *Sam Johnson MBE  Ayr 1989 Reginald J Butler OAM  Mackay 

1961 *Bob Burrell OAM  Arcadian 1989 * Brian Coomber  Arcadian 

1961 *Cec Honey  Arcadian 1990 * Norm Howland  Mackay 

1964 *Jack Sellars  Forrest Beach 1996 Assoc. Prof. Peter Fenner AM  Mackay 

1970 *Don Johnson  Ayr 1996 *Jack Paterson  Picnic Bay 

1975 *Don Howlett  Arcadian 1999 Flo Payne OAM  Mackay 

1975 *John Broadhurst  Mackay 2003 Frank Burke  Arcadian 

1977 *Doug Bird  Arcadian 2008 Michael Clyde Mackay 

1977 John Menico OAM  Forrest Beach 2013 John Galea Eimeo 

1978 * Don Foreman  Maroochydore 2015 Lyn Coomber Arcadian 

1978 * Pat Madden  Mooloolaba 2017 Darrin Bragg Picnic Bay 

1986 * Maurie Mulcahy  Ayr 2018 Peter Marshall Mackay 
       

SURF LIFE SAVING AUSTRALIA LIFE MEMBERS (*Denotes Deceased) 

1963 *Sam Johnson MBE  Ayr 1967 Reg J Butler OAM  Mackay 

1964 *Bob Burrell OAM  Arcadian 1995 John Menico OAM  Forrest Beach 

1965 *Cec Honey  Arcadian 2000 Assoc. Prof. Peter Fenner AM  Mackay 

1966 *Don Johnson  Ayr       

 

  

We offer our deepest respect and sympathy to the relatives and friends of our members who 

have passed away this year.  We also extend our sympathy to members of Surf Lifesaving 

who have suffered bereavements in their families this year. 
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH OFFICERS 
 

Executive Officers 

President Gary Morgan 

Deputy President Lex Johnson 

Director Admin & Planning Jenny Heery 

Director Finance & Property Julie Muller 

Director Lifesaving Lex Johnson 

Director Surf Sports Jason Wells 

Director Membership Shannon Morgan 

Director Junior Activities John Moloney 

Safety Officer Frank Burke 

  

Branch Councillors 

Arcadian Brad Seawright 

Ayr James Kennedy 

Eimeo Ross Gee 

Forrest Beach Tony Lahtinen 

Mackay Rod Leach 

Sarina Neil John 

Townsville Picnic Bay Darrin Bragg 

  

State Representatives 

State Council Gary Morgan   

Alternate State Council Lex Johnson 

State Lifesaving Committee Lex Johnson         

State Surf Sports Committee Jason Wells 

State Education Panel Gary Gage        

State Junior Activities Panel John Moloney 

State Officials Advisory Panel Glenn Miller 

   

 Honorary Officers by Appointment 

Immediate Past President George Clarke 

Auditor Jessups Accountants 

  

Patron 

Mr. Reg Butler OAM 

 

Vice Patrons 

Mayor of Burdekin Shire Council  Cr Lyn McLaughlin 

Mayor of Townsville Cr Jenny Hill 

Mayor of Mackay Cr Greg Williamson 

Member for Dawson George Christensen MP 

Member for Herbert Phillip Thompson OAM MP 

Member for Burdekin Dale Last MP 

Member for Townsville Scott Stewart MP 

Member for Mackay Julieanne Gilbert MP 

Member for Thuringowa Aaron Harper MP 
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Board of Lifesaving 

Director Lex Johnson 

Deputy Director Lifesaving David Young 

First Aid Julie Muller 

IRB Charles Pashalis 

Marine Stinger Julie Muller 

Communications Frank Burke 

Education Officer Vacant 

  

Club Captains   

Arcadian Damian Martin 

Ayr Lisa Furnell 

Eimeo Barry Stanieg 

Forrest Beach Daniel Lahtinen 

Mackay Angela Blair 

Sarina Neil John 

Townsville Picnic Bay Ashlee Keen  
  

Chief Training Officers   

Arcadian Phillip Chen 

Ayr James Kennedy 

Eimeo Stacey Renehan 

Forrest Beach Vacant 

Mackay Mick Blair 

Sarina David Young 

Townsville Picnic Bay Gary Gage 

Board of Surf Sports 

Director Jason Wells 

Deputy Director Surf Sports Glenn Miller 

Arcadian Matt Stone 

Ayr Terry Lund 

Eimeo Cathy McKinnon 

Forrest Beach Graeme Gibson 

Mackay Greg Born 

Sarina Lisa Vernon 

Townsville Picnic Bay Kristine Fowler  

Gear & Equipment Peter Marshall 

Board of Junior Activities  

Director John Moloney 

Arcadian Paul Smith 

Ayr Kellie Lawry 

Eimeo Martin Harris 

Forrest Beach Helen Stanton 

Mackay Lexi Schiffer 

Sarina Trent Vernon 

Townsville Picnic Bay Jason Wells 

 

Board of Membership Services 

Director Shannon Morgan 

Deputy Director Membership Ashleigh Haines 

Arcadian Jessica Roberts 

Ayr Toni Morgan 

Eimeo Ashleigh Haines 

Forrest Beach Helen Stanton 

Mackay Vacant 

Sarina Vacant 

Townsville Picnic Bay Vacant  
 

Thank you to all our North Barrier Branch officers. Your immense efforts and ongoing 

commitment ensure surf lifesaving continues to provide integral community services and 

sporting opportunities from Sarina to Forrest Beach. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Notice is hereby given for the 84th Annual General Meeting  
of Surf Life Saving Queensland North Barrier Branch Inc. 

 
Where:  Ayr Surf Life Saving Club  

Alva Beach  
 

When:   Saturday 18 July 2020  
Time:   11:00am, followed by lunch (please note there is no annual dinner or award presentations)  
 
If a face to face meeting cannot be held due to Government restrictions surrounding covid-19, the AGM 
will proceed via teleconference:  
• • Phone 1800 672 949  

• • Passcode 7255 9094 3220  
 
The business to be conducted at this meeting will be as follows:  
1. Opening – attendance including apologies and alternates (proxies)  

2. Confirm and adopt the minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting  

3. Affiliation of the Clubs and Branch with Surf Life Saving Queensland  

4. Election/appointment of Councillors  

5. Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report and Financial Statements  

6. Election of Officers and Appointed Officers  

7. Endorsement of the Executive, the Boards of Life Saving, Surf Sports, Junior Activities, Administration and      
Planning, Youth and Membership Development and Finance and Property, as well as the Selection, Judiciary, 
Meritorious Awards and Honours, Medical Advisory and Delegate to Auxiliary Organisation Committees  

8. Changes to the NBB Constitution  

9. Motions of which due notice has been given  
 
The Chairperson reserves the right to amend the order in which business is taken.  
 
Gary Morgan  
President  
North Barrier Branch Inc. 
SLSQ North Barrier Branch Inc. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Surf Life Saving Queensland 

North Barrier Branch Inc. 
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Club Reports  



 

Surf Life Saving Queensland North Barrier Branch  |  Annual Report  |  2019 - 2020  |  Page 14 

FORREST BEACH PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Forrest Beach Surf Lifesaving Club had what I believe to be a successful season. 

That is not to say it was without its challenges. Our annual carnival was well 

attended by our branch but, in what is becoming a trend, the number of 

competitors was down compared to previous seasons. It hurts to see the number 

of participants and associate members dwindling, for our club both financially and 

logistically. However, I would like to thank everyone who attended and assisted. 

Our club certainly appreciates your efforts. 

 

The other event we managed to host before this virus changed how we operate 

was our Australia Day party. I am sure all who attended would agree that this was a fantastic day. We managed to raise 

much needed funds to assist in sending our junior team to the State Championships. Other events had been planned to 

be held in March and April but had to be abandoned or 

postponed due to the Covid-19 outbreak.   

 

To say I am particularly proud of our FBSLSC members and 

supporters for the resilience they have shown throughout this 

season would be an understatement.  Their dedication and 

professionalism have been unwavering. The way our members 

represent our club in the wider community is something we 

should all take pride in. For this I thank them sincerely.  

 

Our junior members deserve a special mention of thanks and 

commendation as well. I witness the efforts they put into honing 

their lifesaving and surf sports skills and I am always impressed. Not only by their dedication, but also their enthusiasm 

which is infectious throughout the club. The resilience shown during our disrupted surf sports season shows me what 

type of adults our juniors will grow into.  

 

To our coaches that show up for our kids and squad members 

no matter what, know that I think you are amazing people both 

individually and collectively. I know how much time you sacrifice 

for the sake of others. Your efforts definitely do not go 

unnoticed, again, thank you. 

  

In my first season as President I would particularly like to thank 

my more senior members for your help and advice. You have 

made my transition into the role a smooth one. This has allowed 

the club to continue serving the public to the best of our ability 

without disruption. 

 

I would like to also acknowledge the efforts of my predecessor, 

Chris Cantoni. Chris served our club with distinction as 

President for 20 plus years and deserves praise for his tireless efforts. 

  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the North Barrier Branch team for their efforts throughout the season. 

Their support to myself and our club has been amazing. In what was a particularly challenging end to the season their 

efforts to keep our beaches and patrolling members safe and informed is appreciated by all. 

 

Looking forward, our little club is facing a few challenges. However, I feel 

together our club has the right people in place to face these challenges. 

We will not just survive but grow into a stronger organisation.  

 

Regards 

Tony Lahtinen 
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ARCADIAN PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

What a year it has been for team Arcadian, a year to remember as being 

unconventional to say the least.  

 

The season started on very rough sea, with the loss of a very good friend 

Steve Mills (Millsy), our Club Administrator of 10 years.  This left a huge 

empty hole in our club.  It took a few weeks to get the ship back on course 

with temporary administrator, Samantha Peck, who jumped in blindly to help 

the club through a difficult time.  Once the crew (Committee) 

steadied the ship it was time to find a new administrator.  And that 

we did, we found one of the best ever, Amy McLeod.  I think 

everyone would agree we struck gold when we found Amy.  With 

Amy working her magic and applying for grants and getting the 

Strand clubhouse shining and looking fresh the club was moving 

forward. 

 

It was great seeing our club with a new vibe and enthusiasm, every 

member was doing their part. Be it competing, training, doing 

patrols, water safety (IRBs), fundraising, raffles, toad racing, working bees or organising events, there is always 

something happening.  And I would like to thank Ducky (Vice 

President Kevin O’Donnell) and the “Old Boys” for getting things 

done without any fuss, the Island clubhouse is looking sharp. 

 

Then along came COVID-19 and turned everything upside down.  

Our Good Friday celebration, one of our biggest fundraising events 

for the year, was postponed along with the Club Championships.  

However, all the hard work Amy McLeod, Linda Murray and Kylee 

De Rooy have put in will not go to waste, with the format put in 

place for anybody to follow in future years, well done ladies.  Just 

one of the many things that has changed.  Patrols were the next thing that changed. And thanks to Club Captain Damian 

Martin and Patrol Co-ordinator Kylee De Rooy, along with the patrol captains making things work, it showed how well the 

club worked as a team to get things done. 

 

And talking about getting things done, JAC President 

Paul Smith and his Junior Activities committee, what 

a great job they have done.  The Junior club is 

looking awesome for the future with yet another increase in Junior 

members this season, up 25% on the previous year. 

 

I could go on and on about how great Arcadian has performed in such 

difficult circumstances but I don’t need to, our members all know what a 

great job they’ve done this season.  Arcadians - Branch Champions, 

need I say more.  Congrats to our Team Blue and Gold, I look forward 

to seeing you all next season.  It’s been an honour to be a part of this 

team.  

 

Brad Seawright  
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TOWNSVILLE PICNIC BAY PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

I would firstly like to thank and congratulate all our members for their continued 

hard work, dedication and commitment to Townsville Picnic Bay Surf Life Saving 

Club. 

 

We must thank the ongoing support and commitment from our sponsors. We 

sincerely thank you for your contributions and welcome you to our club at any 

time. The Townsville Picnic Bay Supporters Club must be congratulated for its 

ongoing support and financial commitment. 

 

 

I personally thank you for the commitment of 

our patrolling members that keep the 

beaches at The Strand and Picnic Bay safe. 

We need to actively pursue more members in 

our patrolling group. We patrol two beaches 

and this requires a major commitment from 

our members to keep these beaches 

manned. 

 

The club has many good people that 

contribute in many ways from holding 

positions both at club and branch level, 

officials and trainers, active patrolling 

members and the volunteers that help out when needed. As a club we need to encourage our members to maintain their 

active enrolment and work together to ensure a strong future for the club. 

 

Moving forward to our next 

season, we need to be 

more vigilant and 

understanding. Patrols may 

not be the norm and we 

need to adapt or shift our 

focus to maintain our high 

standards and keep our 

members protected. Things 

are changing and will 

continue to change in the 

future therefore we need to 

be ready to adapt to these 

changes.  

 

Congratulations on another great season. I look forward to seeing you 

at Picnic Bay.  

  

Yours Sincerely 

Darrin Bragg  
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AYR PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

So my second year at the helm of the Ayr SLSC has 

concluded. Reflection of the past 12 months in 

comparison to the first year found me a little more 

relaxed, able to spend some more time at the beach for 

various reasons, and even got to compete in the Club 

Champs for the first time in a while. 

 

The 19/20 season has been a particularly good year for 

the Club, with the exception for the Coronavirus 

impacting the Club financially at the end of the season. 

 

The Nipper program continues from strength to strength. The amount of medals won at North Aussies is testament to the 

way the kids train and enjoy life at the beach. Kellie Lawry moved into the JAC position this season and hit the ground 

running. The election of Junior Captains Isabella Moloney and Sharlie Archibald was a revelation. The way these two 

proud, young lifesavers conduct themselves amongst their peers, and respect senior members, parents and life 

members is without equal.  I am proud to have them in the Club, 

as we all are, and I hope they continue to call themselves Ayr 

SLSC lifesavers for some time.  All told, all I have seen of our 

nipper program is nothing but greatness. Most everyone from the 

green caps to the cadets get involved, along with parents, 

grandparent and any members present. We also commit to 

Branch development by hosting Camp Alva. The nippers were 

engaged, and the leaders were simply fantastic, and it is 

something I would like to see continue.  

  

Seniors numbers remain around the same as the previous few years, but the people we have continue to be rock solid in 

their commitments. We did have our numbers bolstered by two Bronze Medallions and seven SRC at the Maggie Island 

Camp. In addition, John Furnell trained up another 5 Bronzies and three SRCs, so in total the 17 newly qualified active 

members makes up for those lost/retired etc. Lisa and Jo 

continue to make all active members into a cohesive 

team/s and make the lifesaving team simply work. When 

they are not so cohesive she simply fills in and this year 

has racked up an amazing 75.5hrs. Sadly this year we 

had one patrol breach. Investigations were duly 

performed and I’m sure it will be another decade before it 

happens again. 

  

The Beach Safety Equipment Fund it still provided to us 

to ensure all our equipment is up to date. The main item 

purchased this season was new handheld radios. The 

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services Fund has 

also assisted us this year immensely. Initially we were to assist Toni with a development camp, but this was paid for by 

SLSQ, so we applied for an alteration and they allowed us to install new fire alarms under the funding as it attributed to 

member safety. Other applications are still pending under the Sport & Recreation grant, and we have had some good 

news with a grant to Pacific Hydro that John Furnell submitted for the upgrade to the First Aid Room. 

 

Financially we are still in good shape, although we have had some losses, as 

has most every other Club due to the pandemic restrictions. We have not been 

able to host our main fundraiser for the year in Take the Floor. The Ayr Anzac 

Club has also put any decisions regarding sponsorship on hold until business 

is back to normal as is prudent of them. During the year we also invested with 

the Surf Rescue Foundation due to negligible returns from term investments. 

At the time of writing, this investment is down around 15%. 
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However, there is a golden light. Toni 

Morgan and the Surf Girl Committee 

have done a fantastic job in fundraising 

through the year. Most events were 

well attended and everyone in 

attendance was generous in their 

support which eases the strain. 

 

I know how much Toni wanted to make 

this year a roaring success. She 

committed to the cause and was well 

on the way to raising a generous sum 

before the restrictions ruined the end 

of the year for her and the Surf Girl 

team. Never has any Surf Girl gone through such a year, only to end up in lockdown instead of enjoying judging week 

and the finale of the gala ball. Toni, you are, and have always been such a great ambassador for the Club, I cannot 

express how sorry I am for this to end the way it has and I hope in some way you have your just reward soon. 

 

Anne Moloney continues to be the rock holding it all together. Anne, I cannot tell 

you how much your work is appreciated. There is no way this Club can function 

as efficiently as it has without your ongoing commitment. Not only our 

administrator, but our registrar, organizes blue cards, kitchen coordinator, 

official, grants and owner of so many jobs I’ve lost count. Thank you. 

 

To the management committee I thank you so much for your commitment and 

dedication throughout the season. I know at times a lot of our work is behind the 

scenes and we sit back and wonder what the hell am I doing this for. The red 

tape continues to be an endless stream, the emails ever pervasive, and the 

meetings endless, but they are jobs we need to do to remain compliant in all that 

is Surf. The sense of knowing our equipment is first class, our members well 

trained, our beach is safe, the joy of the sight of a nipper winning their first race, 

knowing the Club’s not going broke, or the life member sitting back in the high 

chair having a well earned beer, all makes it worthwhile. You are simply the best.  

 

Next season hopefully will take us onto bigger and 

better things once the world’s craziness eases. 

Emails and phone calls are still happening behind 

the scenes, everyone seems to want to get things 

underway once allowed. Ayr will be there as we 

have been for nearly 100 years. 

 

Lastly spare a moment for past member and 

President Bill Murray who passed away this 

season. Our thoughts and prayers go to him and 

family. May he Rest in Peace. 

 

Yours in Lifesaving  

James Kennedy 
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EIMEO PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

This season has been another busy one for the club, community and the 

members, sadly coming to an unprecedented and abrupt end with the disruption 

of Covid-19.  

  

We were fortunate to maintain the core of the volunteers this season who 

continued to ensure that our beach is patrolled and safe for the community.  We 

are very lucky to have so many committed and passionate people to assist us and 

I am very appreciative of their efforts once again this season. 

  

The year kicked off with the annual ‘Wine & Food Festival’ which was again a well 

planned and executed event thanks to Duncan Sandford, Louise Maxfield and their handy team of faithful enthusiastic 

helpers.  Not only is this an excellent fundraiser, this event is a wonderful social 

opportunity for the club away from the beach.  

  

The beach season kicked into gear with the second ‘Mackay Inflatable Boat 

Race’. Thanks to the partnership with Tour de Cure and the Hegerty vision.   

  

Once again, Cathy McKinnon’s enthusiasm helped spark a few off-season 

regular swimmers and nippers to get into early training on the beach. A good 

number of committed members were seen at Eimeo from June through to 

September and Cathy McKinnon happily cracked the whip for our nippers.  

  

Again, Marti Harris and our fantastic age managers & coaching volunteers got the nipper season off to a great start. This 

year saw nippers reach capacity (up by 14% to 117).  This followed a very successful Come & Try Day which saw many 

members rush to sign up and resulted in quite a few new members.  Capacity is reached when volunteer water safety 

quotas are reached.  More active volunteers will allow our member base to grow. 

  

I’d like to recognise the ongoing partnerships that are important to the club and in particular the contributions from QFES 

which enabled our club to purchase the new ATV this season, Aurizon, Office of Liquor & Gaming Regulation (OLGR), 

Department of Housing & Public Works (DHPW) and the Australian Government.  
  

In addition, we received donations from Northern Beaches Bowls Club, 

Bunnings, MKC Shopfit and a generous donation from an anonymous party 

(JSIS).   These businesses continue to support Eimeo SLSC enabling us to 

showcase to the wider community what the Life Saving movement is about.  

  

I thank all our sponsors and partners for another terrific season and their 

valued support.  Also, our members who helped with all our fundraising 

events this season, your efforts do not go unnoticed. 

 

We were again fortunate to be able to collaborate with the Lifeguard Service 

and ensure our beach was patrolled with adequate equipment during the year. School holidays are an important time to 

provide continuous patrols and thanks to those Lifeguards and their employers for ongoing support.  

  

The Eimeo Supporters Club continued working positively with contributions from both ESLSC and the Outriggers. Under 

the continuing stewardship of our Functions Manager Louise Maxfield and the supporters committee, we consolidated in 

building the clientele utilising the clubhouse facility on a regular basis.  Friday evenings continued to be a popular event 

in addition to several other functions held this season allowing wider exposure of ESLSC. 

  

The clubhouse, equipment and facilities continue to improve with plenty of new kit this year. As always there is an 

ongoing cycle of asset replacement and we are always looking at new grant options.  Thanks to Louise’s tremendous 

grant writing skills we were successful in purchasing a new ATV this season. 
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The club has seen the usual level of engagement with the Branch this year and 

this continues to heighten awareness on several administrative fronts. Louise 

Maxfield has continued in the Club Administrator role and as always, 

demonstrates professionalism for ESLSC ensuring all the administrative activities 

plus many other tasks are attended to.  Louise’s commitment to the Club and 

work ethic is second to none and we are very appreciative of her efforts.  Louise 

continues to go above and beyond to ensure ESLSC is always ahead of the 

game. 

  

On the beach our patrolling members have contributed with 2209.67 hours in 

total.  Thanks to all patrolling members and particularly Club Captains Damo 

Watts and Barry Stanieg and the respective Patrol Captains. I am very proud to 

report that ESLSC had zero patrol breaches this season under their leadership 

and once again with much assistance from Louise Maxfield. 

   

Congratulations to all our members that participated at the various carnivals and 

represented Eimeo or NBB.  We had some great results this season and a 

particular note should be raised for Pat & Amaya McKinnon who once again 

exceeded expectations at the Branch and State Surf Rescue Championships.  

This is a result of their hard work and commitment to training; they are great role models for our nippers.   

  

Overall, our pleasing results could not have been achieved without support from parents and volunteers. I would like to 

recognise their efforts and a big ‘Thankyou’ to our managers, officials, and coaches.  

  

Thank you to all involved with club training for ensuring our members 

were proficient. David Young (Sarina SLSC), Mick Blair (Mackay SLSC) 

and Charles Pashalis (Townsville) have also helped this season so 

thankyou to you also.  It continues to be a challenge for our club to have 

adequately trained and proficient volunteers and their extra assistance 

is very much appreciated by our club.  

 

Some recognition also of our extra efforts in the Mackay area with 

activities including ‘tri-days’, Sports Expo, many training events, and the 

likes. 

 

As we are all aware, our season was disappointingly cut short.  To 

those patrolling members who stuck with the surveillance patrols requested by SLSQ, a huge thank you to you all from 

myself personally and the broader community. 

  

Finally, thanks to the executives for their selfless contributions again 

(especially our Admin Coordinator who performed above & beyond) and 

to all our enthusiastic members.  

  

It has been an honour to be Club President this season.  Let’s keep up 

the good work and momentum and I look forward to seeing you all at the 

beach in the coming months ready for another successful season.  I 

challenge all patrolling members to focus on bringing a buddy to patrols 

next season.   

  

Regards 

Ross Gee  
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MACKAY PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It is with a certain degree of sadness (and a lot of happiness) that I am writing 

this my final report as President of Mackay SLSC. I have been in the “top job” 

for the past 3 years and with the previous stint that I did it now makes a total 

of 7 years as the President of the Club. It is time though that someone 

younger and more motivated stepped up to take on the President’s role. I 

won’t sugar coat it, but it can be a very demanding but also a very satisfying 

position with the ability to steer the Club towards a better and brighter future. 

 

Looking back on this 

season I would have 

to say that we have had one of our better seasons even with 

the effect that Covid-19 has had on public beach visitations and 

also the requirement to keep surveillance patrols on the beach. 

I commend every patrol member for the way that they have 

continued to keep the Mackay Harbour Beach a safe swimming 

and recreational environment during the past couple of months, 

having to maintain social distancing. While on the efforts of our 

patrolling members I must highlight the superb efforts of Club 

Captain Angie Blair in keeping our patrols motivated and willing to fulfil their patrol obligations. I know that she has 

thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and I would hate to think how many hours she has spent at the beach either on patrol 

or spending time with the other patrols. The effort that Angie has put in has been reflected by the excellent results in the 

Branch patrol and first aid room competitions where the Club achieved nearly perfect scores in both. While praising 

people it would be remiss of me not to mention also the efforts of Angie’s better half – Michal, who, as our Director of 

Lifesaving has also spent countless hours at the Club both on patrol and training members to gain awards. 

 

No Club can effectively operate without a good 

management committee and in this I have been fortunate to 

have a very proactive team who are running the Club. A 

couple of the key positions that have ensured the Club has 

kept moving forward have been our secretary Ryan Lee, 

our treasurer Megan Allen and a big thank you to Vice 

President Brendan Smith who shouldered a huge chunk of 

the workload and made my job so much easier. To the rest 

of the committee a big thank you for the time and effort you 

gave in 

both your 

position 

that you held and all the other tasks and roles that you fulfilled during 

the year. I am hoping that the majority of the current committee will be 

back next year to help continue the direction the Club is aiming 

towards. 

 

I would also like to thank the Branch staff for the tremendous support 

and assistance that they have given every club in the Branch. To our 

Regional Manager Luke, thank you for your continued support and 

ensuring that we were kept fully informed with everything lifesaving. 

Being a lifesaver I believe is getting harder and not easier. The 

continued requirements to meet legislative and operational demands 

puts extra pressure on all the clubs so having a good support team 

behind the clubs is essential and the Branch administrative and 

volunteer staff have well and truly filled that role. 
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A personal thanks to President Hookie, who 

has filled his role admirably with a quiet 

decorum befitting the position while being 

able to make the “tough calls” when it was 

needed. Hookie, it has been a pleasure 

working with you. 

 

While thanking people and recognising the 

efforts that has been put in, I must give a 

huge thank you to our administrator Jocelyn 

Morgan who has worked tirelessly in the office 

to help keep the Club moving forward. Jos 

has not only worked her normal hours but has 

put in countless hours volunteering to help 

with events.  

 

Surf clubs rely heavily on the support of 

sponsors and Mackay is no different so to all 

our sponsors, whether you are big or small, your 

contribution is invaluable so please continue your support of 

what is an iconic Australian institution and help keep the red 

and yellow flags flying at Mackay Harbour Beach.  

 

Hopefully by September when patrols are due to start 

again, we will have a light at the end of the Covd-19 tunnel 

and the Club, the members, our supporters and sponsors 

and the public will be able to come back and enjoy the 

Mackay Harbour Beach.   

 

Rod Leach 
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SARINA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

In my role as President & Club Captain of the Sarina SLSC, I would 

like to thank the members and committee for assisting me this 

season. We have some long serving key personnel stepping down, 

and I look forward to working with some new members as we begin 

to follow a succession plan with new families and members stepping 

into committee positions and fresh faces and ideas from a new 

committee.  

 

I would encourage all members to consider stepping up into a role 

as they become vacant. The Sarina SLSC needs people to 

continually rotate through the key roles in the committee and contribute to the running of our club. I intend to stand again 

next season for the last time as President and look forward to progressing some ideas and capital works for the club to 

allow the Sarina SLSC to grow and develop. 

 

The Mission of the Surf Lifesaving movement is to have “Zero Preventable Drownings in Patrolled Waters” and again we 

have had a successful year with no major incidents recorded at Sarina Beach. We as a club performed over 1000 

preventative actions, treated many first aid incidents and recorded over 10000 visitors to Sarina Beach.  

 

Congratulations to all new Bronze Medallion and Surf Rescue Certificate 

Members this year, “Welcome to the patrolling family”. We cannot continue 

to patrol the beach each season without you, in fact this season our 

members performed over 3000 patrol hours which is an incredible 

volunteering contribution to the community.  

 

The Sarina SLSC continues to provide top quality youth and training 

programs with the support and assistance of every member and their 

families. I was very proud of the commitment and dedication shown in the 

attendance for our rostered and volunteer patrols each weekend and public 

holiday. 

 

This season was very different to previous with the threat and response to Covid-19 coronavirus.  This changed 

everything we normally do from the start of March 2020. I was very proud of how our members adjusted to and complied 

with the necessary social distancing and personal hygiene measures required. We changed our patrolling structure to 

‘Surveillance Patrols’ and continued to monitor our beaches for the safety of the public.  

 

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 we had to cancel a number of events and activities in the latter part of the season 

including the State Youth Lifesaving Championships 

and Cruising the Coast Fun Run. I really appreciate the 

hard work and training all the competitors did in the lead 

up to the event and it was a real disappointment to all, 

that the events did not go ahead.  

 

Surf Sports again had a great season thank you to Trent 

Vernon and Geoff Renehan for their time coaching. We 

performed very well as a club at Branch 

Championships, North Aussies, with the following 

people selected as part of the North Barrier Branch 

Team: Noah Dickson, Reilly Masters, Noah & Max 

Vernon, Ryan John, Jack & Brianna Renehan, Jackson 

Roelofs, Reagan Tame, Keean Rackham, Katie Baker, 

Nate Brady and Matty Keune all named to represent 

SSLSC.  
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A huge thank you to all members and individuals involved in 

the organising of the “Cruisin’ The Coast Fun Run” which 

was to be held at SSLSC on the 19th of April. Whilst it has 

been postponed until the threat of Covid-19 eases, it will be 

a great success and hopefully raise a substantial amount of 

money for the club and Cancer Council Qld. We couldn’t run 

these events without the time and efforts of many members 

and we sincerely thank the sponsors and people who 

donated their time, services or 

goods.  

 

Also, for the fifth season in row, the club ran ‘Carols by Candlelight’ and ‘Australia Day 

Celebrations’. These events are now fixtures in the local calendar and very well supported 

by the Sarina Community. My sincere thanks to all our members and especially the steering 

committees throughout the year for their assistance to ensure the success of these events. 

  

With regards to the SSLSC Clubhouse, we had been successfully opening the bar once a 

month since the start of the season, until closure due to Covid-19. Thank you to Lesley 

Street and Macey Ronald for 

again running the bar this 

season. 

  

Finally, I’d like to acknowledge 

the ongoing support from our corporate sponsors, for 

without their generous donations we would not be able to 

run our club: Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal, Ray White 

Sarina, Sarina Community Bendigo Bank, Pat Wright Swim 

School Wilmar Sugar, Glencore Mining, Queensland State 

Government and Mackay Regional Council. 

 

I hope to see you all back at your Sarina Surf Lifesaving 

Club in September 2020 when we commence the new 

season and please consider trying to bring along another 

family or friend, so they can also enjoy all that Surf Life Saving has to offer. 

 

 

Yours in Lifesaving 

 

Neil John  
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Lifesaving  
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DIRECTOR OF LIFESAVING’S REPORT 
 

What a season. I for one am extremely happy it has concluded, although spare a thought for 

the NQ Branch who have only not long started their season. I would like to thank all patrolling 

members for their effort over this past season and for their time and commitment to surf 

lifesaving. We had minimum beach closures during this time from stingers, crocodiles and 

weather. On top of this, with added levels of anxiety from government restrictions imposed 

which affected our patrolled beaches, clubs stepped up and ensured all patrols were covered 

and the bathing public remained safe.  Clubs did this whilst maintaining the safety of our 

members as of paramount importance.  The way the clubs performed during these last 

months was above and beyond, and 

something all clubs should be proud of. 

 

Patrol inspections were again conducted 

during the year, although somewhat 

limited, due to the restrictions in the last few weeks of the season 

which stopped the final round of inspections. With all clubs, a high 

standard was achieved by all members. Although some clubs 

performed better than others, this can/should be worked on by the 

respective clubs to achieve/rectify issues for any ongoing inspections 

in the future.  Training wise, we started out of the blocks normally, 

with the beginning of the season always quite hectic with skills 

maintenance and the like, but just as we had planned IRB courses, 

first aid and other, along came Covid-19 that put the brakes on all of 

that. So, our intentions for next season is to try to achieve these as early as possible. We also had 11 members from 

various clubs complete a skill set of two units over a weekend held at the regional support centre, to go towards 

achieving their trainer’s award. There are requirements to run two courses themselves under supervision to be able to be 

signed off, so when this happens the Branch should have more trainers to help out, thus relieving the pressure on our 

current Branch trainers. 

 

Again, I would like to thank my committee for their contribution to all things lifesaving over the past season. The help 

given to me is very much appreciated and the Branch is in a far better position with their contributions. Thank you for 

your commitment. For the coming season, hopefully we will have a better shot at being on top of running new awards 

and the like to ensure our members have all the necessary awards to cover our beaches and to align with SLSQ’s vision 

of zero preventable deaths in Queensland waterways.  

 

Yours in Lifesaving 

 

Lex Johnson 

 

  

TOTAL PATROL HOURS 

North Barrier Branch 16,172.84 

Arcadian 2,650.00 

Ayr 2,171.00 

Eimeo 2,258.92 

Forrest Beach 2,071.00 

Mackay 2,101.25 

Townsville Picnic Bay 2,249.92 

Sarina 2,670.75 
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Forrest Beach - - 1 - - 1 386 

Arcadian (The Strand Net 2) - - - - - - 152 

Arcadian (Alma Bay) - - - - - - 237 

Tsv. Picnic Bay (The Strand Net 
1) 

- - - - - - 56 

Tsv. Picnic Bay (Magnetic Island) - - - - - - 355 

Ayr - - - - - - 84 

Eimeo - 1 - - - 1 431 

Mackay - - - - - - 442 

Sarina - - - - - - 251 

North Barrier Branch Total - 1 1 - - 2 2394 
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FIRST AID OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

On behalf of the North Barrier Branch I wish to congratulate all clubs within our branch for the 

high standard of their first aid rooms, mobile first aid kits along with their clubs’ lifesaving 

equipment.  First aid audits were conducted at all clubs during the season as per the Patrol 

Operations Manual (POMS). 

 

This season, North Barrier Branch members responded to and provided care as recorded in 

LIMSOC:  287 first aid treatments over the Summer (from September 1st) which includes one 

spinal injury and two fractures. A special mention to the patrol crew at Forrest Beach on the 

29th December who rescued an 8 year old boy between the flags, with the Eimeo patrol crew 

on the 23rd February rescuing an 8 year old female between the flags. On behalf of the NBB 

Lifesaving Committee I commend all who provided first aid this season, on patrol, at 

competition or at training to the members of the community who visited our patrolled beaches 

from Forrest Beach to Sarina. 

 

The demands of our volunteer surf lifesavers continues to increase and to the credit of all they keep on delivering 

essential emergency service and lifesaving duties. The North Barrier Branch clubs have provided and continue to 

provide rescue, first aid, preventative actions and safety to the beach going public. 

 

This season I would like to commend all clubs and emphasise a few highlights during the season. Mackay SLSC during 

Covid-19 patrols provided each patrol team with training/updating skills with the oxygen resuscitator.  Sarina SLSC 

during Covid-19 organised patrolling members to seal and check equipment to limit contact during the start of patrol 

checks.  Ayr SLSC hosted the under 12/13’s camp in January and provided NBB youth members with training in 

introductory first aid.  Forrest Beach SLSC and Eimeo SLSC clubs performed lifesaving rescues with Eimeo SLSC 

hosting the Surf Rescue Championships this season. Townsville Picnic Bay hosted the Surf Rescue Certificate and 

Bronze Camp at their Magnetic Island clubhouse. The North Barrier Branch wishes to thank all members for the time 

they have given, the commitment they have made and for the efforts on providing rescue, first aid, preventative actions 

and safety to the beach going public.  

 

Thank you to all members who kept their first aid skills current this season.  The community can be assured that at any 

North Barrier patrolled beach, they will receive excellent care.  

 

‘Surf Lifesaving in Australia continues to provide over 1 million volunteer patrol hours and perform more than 10,000 

rescues.’ 

 

Julie Muller 
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Forrest Beach 1 - - - - 44 - 1 1 47 

Arcadian (The Strand Net 2) - - - - - 50 - 17 1 68 

Arcadian (Alma Bay) - - - - - 6 - 17 - 23 

Tsv. Picnic Bay (The Strand Net 1) - - - - - 18 - 3 - 21 

Tsv. Picnic Bay (Magnetic Island) - 2 - - - 8 - 9 2 21 

Ayr - - - - - 11 - 2 - 13 

Eimeo - - - - - 5 - 20 - 25 

Mackay - - - - - 41 1 9 5 50 

Sarina - - - - - 10 - 2 1 13 

North Barrier Branch Total 1 2 - - - 193 1 80 10 287 
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SAFETY OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

My congratulations to the volunteer members of North Barrier Branch.  We have again 

had another successful season with zero deaths on our patrolled beaches. Our 

lifesavers have done a wonderful job ensuring safety throughout the duration of their 

patrols. 

  

There were 38 beach closures throughout the patrolling season.  Apart from general 

stinger enclosure maintenance or removal, the predominant reasons for closures were 

as follows: 

• Marine Stingers - 10 

• Sharks - 6 

• Crocodiles – 4 

• Storms - 4 

  

Thanks again for all your continued commitment to reducing risk and ensuring safety within your Clubs and for the 

contributions of your members.  I look forward to another great season starting in September. 

 

Yours in Safety and Lifesaving, 

Frank Burke 

 

North Barrier Branch 
Safety Statistics 

Swimmers 
between flags 

Swimmers 
outside flags 

Craft 
users 

On 
beach 

Preventative 
actions 

Total 
First Aid 

Arcadian Alma Bay 4110 1209 395 5630 152 23 

Arcadian Strand Net Two 5484 439 198 5991 237 68 

Ayr 1309 1030 531 4298 84 13 

Eimeo 5559 3478 1199 17352 431 25 

Forrest Beach 2910 510 190 4230 386 47 

Mackay Harbour Beach 3208 1843 662 5892 442 56 

Picnic Bay Magnetic Island 1837 261 397 1840 56 21 

Picnic Bay Strand Net One 4896 774 390 7047 355 21 

Sarina 3391 2037 1397 9789 251 13 

TOTAL 32704 11581 5359 62069 2394 287 
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MARINE STINGER OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

On behalf of the North Barrier Branch Lifesaving Committee I would like to thank 

members for their time, commitment and efforts for providing rescue, first aid, 

preventative actions and safety to the beach going public. 

 

North Barrier Branch experienced a much quieter marine stinger season for the second 

season in a row.  Over the 2019/2020 season our clubs experienced ten beach closures: 

Eimeo SLSC one beach closure, Mackay three closures, Forrest Beach two closures and 

Alma Bay (Magnetic Island) four closures.  There was one major sting at Mackay SLSC.  

Overall a great season with a total of over 43,000 swimmers swimming between the 

flags and outside the designated flagged areas. 

  

Irukandji Jellyfish Life Cycle and Ecology: The key to avoiding stingers by Dr 

Robert Courtney, September 2019, James Cook University: 

 

The Irukandji jellyfish, Carukia barnesi a creature whose sting put more than fifty 

people in hospital with Irukandji syndrome during the 2018/2019 stinger season in 

Queensland. Dr Robert Courtney is one the very few who has witnessed first-hand 

the complete and complicated lifecycle of the Irukandji jellyfish. Carukia barnesi was 

named after a local well known doctor in Cairns.  Observation and analysing the 

behaviour and life cycle of hundreds of Irukandji jellyfish in a tank that house one of 

only two populations of the creatures.  Two discoveries relate to the likely 

distribution of the polyps (or juvenile stage) and the fishing abilities of the mature 

jellyfish.  Dr Courtney has found that Irukandji polyps, which live on hard substrate 

such as rocks, thrive in water that is far less salty and much cooler than the open 

ocean.  This suggests that the breeding ground for these animals is not places like 

coral reefs as previously thought, but possibly around ‘wonky holes’ which are 

believed to be the outlets of springs that carry fresh water via submarine channels 

to the seabed.  

 

Dr Courtney had thought the animals were swimming around haphazardly collecting 

prey, but the opposite was happening.  They had jellyfish that were essentially 

jigging for fish with their tentacles, mimicking something else and small fish are 

seeing this as a food source and getting a faceful of venom.  All of the results that 

Dr Courtney has found are being used in the development of a computer model that would allow the prediction of the 

timing and length of the Irukandji 

season but also the numbers of 

animals present in the water, all 

aimed at making the ocean a safer 

place for people to enjoy. 

 

Thank you to all North Barrier Branch 

members.  The community can be 

assured that at any North Barrier 

patrolled beach they will receive 

excellent care. 

 

Julie Muller 



 

Surf Life Saving Queensland North Barrier Branch  |  Annual Report  |  2019 - 2020  |  Page 30 

Forrest Beach Lifesavers’ Quick Response to a Suspected Spinal Injury 
 

A young boy’s life may have changed dramatically if it 

wasn’t for the quick response of Forrest Beach Patrol 

Captain, Scott Gibson as he led his team in the rescue of 

a suspected spinal injury. 

  

On a usual Sunday morning training session in 

November, a young nipper came out of the water 

complaining of a sore back and finding it difficult to walk. 

   

Patrol Captain Scott Gibson said he approached the boy 

after seeing him exit the water experiencing discomfort 

and pain.  

 

“When I asked the young boy what had happened and 

where he was hurt, he told me his lower back was sore 

and he was very uncomfortable”. 

 

“The boy explained that he ran into the water, hit a wave 

and did a somersault, landed on his back and heard a 

crack,” Scott said.  

 

After hearing this, Scott acted immediately and 

summoned fellow lifesavers to assist. 

 

“As soon as he said that (landed on his back and heard a 

crack) I realised he had to be treated for a spinal injury, 

even if it wasn’t one, we had to take every precaution”. 

 

“From there I stabilised his neck and the others came 

down with a spinal board and we manoeuvred him 

carefully up to the First Aid room where we notified 

SurfCom and they organised an Ambulance for us,” he 

said.  

 

Scott said that the younger patrolling members who were 

there training took a real interest and were very helpful. 

“Our younger members who have just gained their 

lifesaving awards and have trained in areas of 

resuscitation and rescues, including spinal carries were very interested to see it all in action.” 

 

“This is what we do, this is what we train for,” he said. 

   

The young boy was transported to the Ingham hospital and was later diagnosed with a bruised spleen.  “We are thankful 

it wasn’t a spinal injury and that the boy made a full recovery,” Scott said. “I want to thank my team of lifesavers and the 

members who assisted us on the day for their quick response, professionalism, patient care and teamwork.” 

   

Scott said during his time as a patrolling member he had never had to perform such a rescue. “It’s not often we get 

waves and certainly not often that we get such rescues, especially at our quiet beach.” 

 

“I owe it to all the years of training and practice, which helped me best manage the situation and prepared me for a time 

such as this,” Scott said.  
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MEMORIAL DAY – AUSTRALIAN LIFESAVER’S PRAYER 
 

On the final weekend of our patrolling season, we would normally conduct a Memorial Day commemorative service on 

the beach at one of our North Barrier Branch clubs. Unfortunately, this could not take place this year due to covid-19 

restrictions, however, the North Barrier Branch Executive invited all members to pause for a minute silence at 10am on 

Sunday the 3rd of May to reflect and remember the lifesavers and the relatives and friends of our members who have 

passed away over the previous 12 months.  

 

Australian Lifesaver’s Prayer 

 

O Lord of all good life, 

Who has given to my fellows and me in this land of Australia,  

Bathed in sunshine, Enriched by the bounties of nature, 

Encircled by the rolling waves, 

I ask that You will accept the service that I offer 

As a guardian of the lives of others. 

I give thanks for the joy of living, The Strength of manhood, 

The honour of the noble deed, 

Teach me to know that the value of a single life 

Is of infinite worth in Your sight. 

May I ever be alert to the needs of those 

Whose safety is dependent on my vigilance. 

Help me at all times to play the man 

And never to flinch at the call of my duty. 

Make me ready to match the moment of testing 

With the spirit of courage and adventure. 

Make me strong and steadfast 

In the service that I have embraced. 

Help me to be a good comrade. 

May I never be disheartened 

By difficulties or discouraged by discipline.  

May the standard of my life be a help 

To those who look to me for an example. 

Help me to offer to You, to my club, 

And to those whose safety is dependent on my skills 

Nothing less than the best I can give. 

And to ask for no reward 

Save that of knowing that I do my duty and fulfil Your will. 

O Lord, my God accept this prayer 

Amen 

 

Gary Morgan (Hookie), the SLSQ North 

Barrier Branch President, sent a special 

thank you to all North Barrier Branch 

lifesavers, who have chosen to selflessly 

give their time and skills over the past 8 

months to keep our beaches safe for our 

communities to enjoy.  
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Membership  
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DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP’S REPORT 
 

Well...What a year 2020 has been! *slaps forehead*  

The 2019/20 season started off with huge plans in place for North Barrier Branch 

Membership Development, however covid-19 had other plans. We had some great member 

and membership development programs held over the 2019/20 season and other 

opportunities that we couldn’t see through because of the pandemic. However, we still have 

high hopes to assist our clubs with these postponed programs which we will hopefully see 

run in the 2020/21 season. 

  

Member Development  

The following development programs and the 

involvement within are increasingly improving and becoming ever more 

popular from year to year within North Barrier Branch. These programs are 

run at all levels of the organisation and form a development pathway to 

ensure essential development of our members in all facets of the 

organisation. We are always open to new ideas and sustainability projects 

to assist our member development.  

 

Once again this season, we saw the branch specific advertising campaign 

promote what lifesaving is in North Queensland and what our clubs offer to 

new and existing members. It was fantastic to see local faces on our 

screens, in the movie cinemas and social media outlets to encourage 

communities to join their local surf lifesaving clubs. A huge congratulation 

must go to the Branch Executive for their tireless efforts in ensuring the advertising was a success. We are excited to 

announce that this advertisement campaign will once again be seen this year, to assist clubs with membership 

development and retention.  

 

I would like to thank Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC and their volunteer army (both from TPBSLSC and other NBB clubs) 

for their organisation of the SRC/Bronze camp held at the beginning of each season. This training camp allows members 

to gain their respective patrolling awards in an intensive-style week long camp. The participants of this camp not only 

come away with an award, but also friendships and networking connections to assist them as patrolling members and 

contribute to the sustainability of their clubs. NBB hopes to continue running this training camp to create a pathway for 

members to gain their awards to keep NBB beaches and communities safe.  

 

Membership Development Committee 

Attendance at meetings at the beginning of the season 

was fantastic, with both the JAC and membership streams 

coming together to collaborate. I would like to personally 

thank those volunteer members who gave up their time to 

attend the meetings and to John Moloney (NBB JAC) for 

all his time and effort with the junior member development 

and running the meetings. I would like to encourage 

anyone interested in membership within their club and 

branch to contact the branch office to see where you can 

be of assistance.  We are always looking for new and fun 

ways to not only encourage new people to join clubs, but 

also how we can retain our current members.  

 

Member Protection  

A very important portfolio within membership services, it has been very promising to acknowledge that all clubs have 

followed protocol in terms of Blue Cards and the Child & Youth Risk Management Strategy. Well done! 
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Membership 

Sustainability 

Membership 

Sustainability has been 

our focus over the past 

few seasons and refers 

to how the retention and 

recruitment of members 

is affecting the daily 

running of our clubs. 

Overall, the branch has 

seen a 3% increase in 

total membership, 

however, there is still an 

issue with the turnover of 

new members from 

season to season. The end of the 2018/19 season to mid-2019/20 season saw a 7% decrease in Active Membership, 

though an increase of 13% in the junior membership. We encourage members to reach out and contact us about how 

they see the current sustainability of membership and what we as a Branch can do to assist clubs to retain and recruit 

members. Being a volunteer in this role and an active patrolling member, I understand that membership turnover can be 

frustrating, but the more minds that come together and work toward a common goal, the more we can achieve to see the 

future of lifesaving in North Queensland continue. 

 

Camp Alva 

The 2019/20 season saw the inception of the U12-U13 

Camp Alva. The camp was created from the JAC 

committee to support the youth of the branch and create 

a fun, non-competitive, and skill developmental program. 

Camp Alva was held in January at the Ayr Surf Life 

Saving Club. The camp not only focused on lifesaving 

skill development, but also team work, communication 

and leadership, all within a fun and enjoyable 

environment. As a national movement, lifesaving sees an 

Australian wide decrease in membership when junior 

members transition to senior members. This camp not 

only assists with membership sustainability, but gives all 

junior members, regardless of competitive ability, a 

chance to grow as a young lifesaver and assist with the 

transition to senior membership. 

 

Camp Outback 

The camp that was! The past few seasons, North Barrier Branch and North Queensland Branch has held a combined 

camp for members from U14-U17. This branch-based leadership development camp is about networking, leadership, 

communication and transferrable skills for both the lifesaving aspect and youth development aspect. The youth members 

of the branch always come away from these camps with a smile on their faces, new friends in tow and a positive change 

in the way they view surf lifesaving as a young person in their community.  

This season NQ branch were due to run the camp, however due to 

unforeseen circumstances they could not. NBB decided to take the camp 

on again for a second year in a row and organise, what would have been, 

CAMP OUTBACK. The camp this year was going to take a step back from 

the beach and explore the outback at Virginia Park Station, just west of 

Townsville. However, due to covid-19, this camp has been put on hold, 

with hopes to run the camp in the new year.  

  

Yours in lifesaving,  

Shannon Morgan  
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Emergency Services Cadet Games 
 

In 2019 we once again had both Arcadian SLSC and Townsville 

Picnic Bay SLSC nominate teams in the PCYC Emergency 

Services Cadet Games. Competing against 15 other teams from 

different emergency services, the participants’ innovative thinking 

and team work were challenged.  

 

Throughout the days the teams were required to perform marching 

drills and a freestyle march which saw things from structured set drills to dancing. An impressive performance was given 

by Townsville Picnic Bay in a deconstructed rescue in drill style. The groups were also tested on their navigation and 

radio communication, using the phonetic alphabet to communicate and locate an object. Teamwork and innovative 

thinking were challenged throughout all tasks including building a bush chair (strong enough to hold a judge) as well as 

building a fire and boiling water in a paper bag (Townsville Picnic Bay being one of the few teams that achieved this).  

 

Very few of these activities our club members had ever done before and challenged their skills. At the conclusion of the 

day, Townsville Picnic Bay were commended on their performance and awarded Second Placed in the Squad 

Challenge.  

 

Picnic Bay Team – Jacob Fowler, 

Jack Bragg, Ainsley Wells, Jorja 

Penny, Amy Fowler and Will Pascoe 

– Coach Gary Gage 

Arcadian Team – Melia Hinks, Aimee 

Smith, Riley deRooy, Christopher 

Raccuia, Matilda Stone and Ava 

Calleja – Coach Zoe Breitkreutz 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School Surf League 
 

Burdekin Catholic High School (BCHS) took out the Overall Champion 

School at the 2019 Secondary School Surf League Competition held in 

Townsville on Thursday 19th September 2019. Schools from all over the 

Townsville district participated in the day. The competition was created to 

introduce students to surf lifesaving skills, whether they are a life saver 

with a club or not. The BCHS team of 20 students was made up of a 

combination of seven Ayr Surf Lifesaving members and 13 first timers. 

The format of the day challenged students and enabled them to test their 

abilities against themselves and others. Students participated in 

individual and team events such as surf swim, beach sprints, flags, iron 

person, cameron relay and board races.  

Antonetta Dalle Cort, Burdekin Catholic High School 

 

The 2019 Secondary Surf League was a fantastic opportunity for our 

students to represent their school and highlight their talents within their 

niche sport. It allowed our junior surf lifesaving students a day on the 

beach, participating in an event that connected them with other schools in 

the region in something they love. This event was a great way for students to demonstrate their skills on the beach and 

water, making their school community proud of their achievements. Rebecca Smith, "The surf league was an amazing 

experience, to meet new kids and to see some old friends from other schools. I enjoyed all the events and enjoyed 

spending the day at the beach and in the water racing and having fun with friends." 

Tacita Frewin, Sports Coordinator, Southern Cross Catholic College  
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NBB MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 
  

 

61% 
JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP 

RETENTION 

 

 

75% 
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 

RETENTION 
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DIRECTOR OF JUNIOR ACTIVITIES’ REPORT 
 

Overall junior numbers have generally been up this year.  Hopefully we can build on that 

for next year whilst making sure we concentrate on keeping existing members, with nearly 

half of our junior members leaving last year and replaced via recruitment. 

 

This year most clubs again rolled out the Family Participation Program.  It’s a great 

initiative to help bring newer members into the club activities and get more parents 

directly engaged. If any clubs 

would like some help with this in 

the coming year then feel free to 

reach out to the branch staff or myself. 

 

Unfortunately, this year’s State titles was cancelled due to 

Covid-19 so we didn’t get to compete as a Junior Branch team.  

So much work had been put in leading up to this so a big 

thanks to everyone involved in the organisation and to the kids 

for their hard work training for it.  Hopefully next year! 

 

This year the branch ran the inaugural U12/13 Camp Alva, which was a great success.  The camp is intended to provide 

the kids with an introduction to lifesaving beyond nippers and to build friendships with kids from other clubs.  Over the 3 

days and 2 nights there were a range of challenges, lifesaving and first aid training, fun games, great food and lots of 

laughs.  We are definitely planning on continuing this as a yearly event, so keep an eye out for invites later in the 

season. 

A big thanks to Zoe for her continuing contribution in her regional development 

role.  Her hard work and dedication to this role has been very much appreciated.  

This year’s JAC Forum will be a combination of a branch forum in August and the 

state JAC forum, probably in September.  This is a great way to keep up to speed 

with the governance requirements and to share ideas with other clubs, so it’s really 

important as many 

members of your 

junior committees 

attend. If your club 

has a great idea that worked to increase family and/or 

member participation or membership, it is important that it 

is shared, as we can all benefit from each other’s 

experiences and knowledge. 

 

Lastly, a big thank you to all the JAC’s from each club for 

your dedication to your club’s junior development and a big pat on the back for your hard work. It is a huge job and your 

efforts are very much appreciated and very important for the future of surf lifesaving.   

 

Looking forward to seeing 

you on the beach next 

season! 

 

John Moloney 
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Camp Alva 

 

By Jack Archibald, Under 13 Ayr SLSC Nipper 

 

Wow! What a way to spend a weekend. It was an action packed weekend 

full of awesome activities and delicious food.  

 

The second last 

weekend of the 

January school 

holidays was spent with about thirty kids from the Under 12s and 13s 

age groups. Some of which I knew, others that I didn’t but it was really 

nice to leave knowing I had made new friends. 

 

We were kept busy doing really fun activities like raft building, treasure 

hunt, team building exercises and we even got to tie dye our very own 

Camp Alva t-shirt 

which we could take 

home.  The talent show on the last night was jam packed full of laughs.  

Everybody put the time and effort into a variety of talents so that we 

could sit back and watch skits, singing and dancing. 

I thought camp food was going to be dull and boring but it was delicious 

and even fun – we got to make our very own pizzas and had ice cream. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make it a complete success, Anne 

and John Moloney, the guest presenters and leaders, the parents and 

the U14 nipper helpers. I really hope Camp Alva happens every year.  

 

 

Pop-up Little Lifesaver Clinics 
 

I heard about the surf lifesaving clinic through our school newsletter and thought it would be a great way for my girls to 

gain some water confidence. While they had both been doing swimming lessons since they were 6 months old, beach 

and particularly water safety at the beach is different and I felt it was an incredibly important skill for them to develop. 

 

They were so excited to attend the school holiday clinic and Zoe was wonderful and patient with them. They played 

games, learnt about some basic first aid and important beach signage. After two hours of sand and water activities, my 

girls came away so happy and enthusiastic they wanted to continue, so we joined a Surf Living Club and they just 

completed their first year of nippers. They have since been 

back and attended another holiday clinic which they enjoyed 

immensely. 

 

I have seen their strength and confidence grow through 

Nippers. They have made friends, learnt so much about 

water safety and teamwork but also about their individual 

strengths and abilities. Charlotte loves flags, mostly 

because she wins almost every time and Evelyn's 

confidence and strength has improved tenfold on the 

boards.  

 

The skills and abilities they are learning, developing and 

growing will serve them for a lifetime - it may even one day 

save a life.   

 

Lisa Clarke, New Nipper Mum 
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SLSQ REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

Starting my role ahead of the 2019-20 season I had one main focus for the year ahead – 

work with our clubs to learn what they want and need, then do my best to help them. I 

believe after 12 months in the job, not only have I found where I am needed, but I am ready 

to hit the ground running straight into the 2020-21 season.  

 

With the help of my four Community Awareness Presenters we have engaged with over 

10,000 people in just 8 months. Each and every program run with schools and the 

community is not only a great way to ensure the public stay safe on our beaches, but also a 

chance to recruit new members who previously didn’t know what Surf Life Saving was about. 

I have had the privilege to work alongside multiple organisations such as the Townsville 

Multicultural Support Group and 

the Queensland Blue Light 

Association, as well as Hamilton 

Island event staff at the Hamilton 

Island Triathlon Festival. For the 

upcoming year, I look forward to 

forming new relationships as I 

work alongside Central 

Queensland University, Kookaburra Kids and Clontarf.  

 

The Secondary School Surf League was run once again in the 

Townsville region, with a couple of new schools taking on the 

challenge in 2019. With the majority of students not coming 

from a lifesaving background, it was great to see so many 

smiles on the beach. With numbers increasing at this event every year, I hope to see more of these students 

transitioning across to clubland and participating in our surf sports carnivals.    

 

In early 2020 I had the opportunity to attend the Townsville Get Active Expo as well as the 

Mackay Optus Sports Expo. Although the timing of both expos fall in the second half of our 

season, it is a great chance to promote our clubs as well as try and attract new members. 

With the assistance of club members, we engaged with over 1500 people and were able to 

provide them with beach and surf safety information, as well as give them a chance to 

participate in some of the activities we have to offer as an organisation.  

 

The 2019-20 season also saw the introduction of Camp Alva. It was great to be involved in 

this process and ensure that our younger members were enjoying themselves and making 

friends from across the entire branch. With Covid-19 not wanting to play friendly, it was 

unfortunate that Camp Outback (NBB leadership camp) had to be put on the backburner. With 

a new season on the horizon and majority of the planning done, it means when the camp 

finally comes around it will be bigger and better than ever.  

 

I would like to thank our 

Clubs, JAC’s, Youth 

Development Officers and 

Surf Sports Directors for 

assisting me with events 

and programs throughout 

the season and allowing me to borrow equipment and 

use facilities when needed. I look forward to working 

with you all for a bigger and better 2020/2021 season! 

 

Zoe Breitkreutz  



 

Surf Life Saving Queensland North Barrier Branch  |  Annual Report  |  2019 - 2020  |  Page 40 

Water Safe Schools Program 
 

Weir State School was lucky enough to be involved in the Surf Lifesaving Water Safe School’s Program.  It was open to 

our year 5 & 6 students, which was fantastic, as we had received a grant that made it accessible to all of our students, 

not just those that could afford it.  By all 

reports, every class that attended enjoyed 

the program and engaged with Zoe and Jess 

really well.  

 

My year 5 class loved all of the activities that 

incorporated the SLSQ key competencies.  

Zoe had organised the lessons to be fun, 

engaging and kept the flow going so there 

was no time for the students to push the 

boundaries. Being a very competitive group 

of students, they especially loved the ones 

that involved a race against each other.  My 

class commented many times how much fun 

they had and had learnt so much.  They asked if they were going to do it again next year when they are in year 6!  

 

It was a very comprehensive course that included all of the basics the students need to be safe in and around the water. 

Reiterating the safety aspects, I found to be one of the most beneficial messages that was continually put across. 

Several of our students live near Riverway Lagoon and have easy access to the pools, so I feel safety is paramount.  

Overall, they were fantastic sessions and Zoe and Jess were very professional and had a great rapport with the 

students. I hope we are able to access this program each year for our students. 

 

Melinda Thompson, Year 5 Teacher, Weir State School 

 

 

 

 

On the Same Wave 

Multicultural Program 

 

Townsville Multicultural Support Group 

Inc. (TMSG) has been very fortunate to 

have the support of our local Surf Life 

Saving Queensland team. Since July 

2019, they have run six sessions of the 

On the Same Wave program.  In total 

we have had approximately 70 clients 

participate. SLSQ has been considerate 

of the cultural needs of newly arrived 

refugees and migrants. The SLSQ staff 

display a great sense of cultural 

awareness; they work alongside our Bi-

Cultural Support Workers and adapt their program to ensure participants feel comfortable. The On the Same Wave 

program facilitates a way to teach refugees about beach and water safety, whilst giving them an opportunity to have a 

fun Australian beach experience. This program provides TMSG clients with a valuable learning opportunity that is 

essential to their transition to life in Australia. We look forward to the continued support of SLSQ.   

 

Dev Stewart, Team Leader, Townsville Multicultural Support Group 
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Beach Safe Program 

 

The QLD Health Beach Safe Program is designed to educate children in the fundamentals of beach safety. The children 

learn what makes up a beach environment, SunSmart guidelines, the importance of having an adult with them at the 

beach, what a lifesaver is and 

what they do. The children 

gain a sense of staying 

healthy and active, teamwork 

and taking pride in what they 

do. The children are shown 

the basics of lifesaving skills 

and beach safety, for example 

swimming between the flags 

and stinger awareness.  The 

classroom presentation is engaging, encouraging and fun. At the children’s requests at my previous school, SLSQ 

visited twice a year to deliver their program. I have recently changed schools and they have visited twice already. I would 

strongly recommend this program to anyone who is considering introducing their children to beach awareness.  

 

Vicky Tudehope, Assistant Coordinator, Townsville Central OSHC    

 

 

 

Community Awareness 
 

Hi, my name is Jess Roberts and I’m 

a proud member of the Arcadian Surf 

Lifesaving Club. I recently started 

working for Surf Lifesaving 

Queensland as a casual Community 

Awareness Presenter. I have had the 

time of my life being able to teach 

others about something I am so 

passionate about and show how much surf lifesaving has changed my life. I have been so blessed to be able have the 

opportunity to teach such a wide range of people, from those who have only just arrived in 

Australia to kids from the country who have never seen the surf and back to school kids 

trying to learn beach safety. Surf lifesaving has changed my life and I am so blessed to 

continue to show my love through not only my club, but to do it as my work as well.  

 

Jessica Roberts, Community Awareness Presenter, North Barrier Branch 
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Member Recognition  
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

 

  

Award Recipient 

NBB Scholarship Lucy Bragg, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The Townsville Bulletin Trophy for U14 Breaka Junior Lifesaver of the 

Year 
Amy Fowler, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The BHP Billiton Trophy for U18 Junior Surf Lifesaver of the Year Bethany Bierton, Sarina 

The BHP Billiton Trophy for 18‐25 Young Lifesaver of the Year Zoe Breitkreutz, Arcadian 

Andy Frizzell OAM, OBE Award for Service to Junior Activities Kellie Parker, Ayr 

The BHP Billiton Trophy for Surf Lifesaver of the Year Glen Miller, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The Rossato Family Trophy for Volunteer of the Year Ashlee Keen, Townsville Picnic Bay 

Club of the Year Townsville Picnic Bay 

Clive Hammond Medal Jason Wells, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The Assessor of the Year Charles Pashalis, Arcadian 

The Trainer of the Year David Young, Sarina 

The Wacky & Eileen Lang Trophy for Patrol Inspections Competition Townsville Picnic Bay 

Champion Patrolling Club of the Year (Surf Rescue Board Recipient) Townsville Picnic Bay 

The Bragg Trophy for Junior Athlete of the Year Jacob Fowler, Townsville Picnic Bay 

15‐18 Youth Athlete of the Year Felicity Archer, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The George and Jenny Clarke Trophy for Team of the Year 
Jorja Penny & Amy Fowler RNR, Townsville 

Picnic Bay 

The Brian Coomber Memorial Trophy for Carnival Official of the Year Glen Miller, Townsville Picnic Bay 

The John Galea Family Trophy for Coach of the Year Brian Heyer, Townsville Picnic Bay 

Team Manager of the Year Kristine Fowler, Townsville Picnic Bay 

Flo & Keith Payne VC DSC Outstanding Club of the Year 

(for Administrative Excellence) 
Eimeo 
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Lucy Bragg is the recipient of the 2018-2019 season award. 

 

Lucy has been an active member of the Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC since the age 

of 5 and an active patrolling member since she was 13. She has competed in many 

different carnivals in a wide variety of events including Surf Rescue, Patrol and 

Surf. She has been a member of the NBB representative team at Youth States and 

attended Surf Rescue State Titles. Lucy has also attended leadership camps and 

represented TPBSLSC at the Cadet Games held in Townsville. 

 

This season Lucy has completed her IRB Crewman’s Certificate and is looking 

forward to being able to complete her IRB Drivers award. Her goal is to gain her 

Silver Medallion Award to enable her to become a Patrol Captain in the future. 

 

 

 

 

History of the Scholarship 
 

On the 27th February, 1996 Fiona Clyde lost her 

life in a tragic Surf Boat training accident at 

Harbour Beach, Mackay. Fiona was a very 

dedicated member of the Mackay SLSC and was 

also a qualified Lifeguard and a well‐credentialed 

competitor in the North Barrier Branch. 

 

Fiona and previous winners possess such good 

character, personality, friendliness and devotion 

to Surf Life Saving that the North Barrier Branch 

along with Fiona's family considered it 

appropriate that a fund be established to provide 

a scholarship to honour her memory. 

 

The aim of the Fund is to provide an Annual 

Scholarship of $1200 to a member of the Branch 

aged between 16 and 21 (inclusive), male or 

female, to assist him/her to continue to develop 

Surf Lifesaving, Surf Sports or Scholastic 

achievements. 

 

Each club in the Branch is invited to nominate 

one member who fulfils a variety of criteria within 

the Surf Lifesaving, Surf Sports or Scholastic 

arenas. 

  

Past Scholarship Recipients 

1996-97 Wayde Chiesa Forrest Beach 

1997-98 Damon Chiesa Forrest Beach 

1998-99 Ben Lawry Arcadian 

1999-00 Joanne Galea Sarina 

2000-01 Derrick Neitz Forrest Beach 

2001-02 Dale Johnson Forrest Beach 

2002-03 Samantha Butcher Sarina 

2003-04 Emmy-Rose Curtis Arcadian 

2004-05 Caitlin Braddick Townsville. Picnic Bay 

2005-06 Zachary Lowth Forrest Beach 

2006-07 Simone Butschle Sarina 

2007-08 Max Braddick Townsville Picnic Bay 

2008-09 Jeremy Best Arcadian 

2009-10 Jack Robinson Sarina 

2010-11 Toni Chapman Eimeo 

2011-12 Mary Parker Townsville Picnic Bay 

2012-13 Macey Ronald Sarina 

2013-14 Lachlan Parker Townsville Picnic Bay 

2014-15 Jade Fahy Townsville Picnic Bay 

2015-16 Harry Braddick Townsville Picnic Bay 

2016-17 Saffron Jones Eimeo 

2017-18 Jai-Ann Eastaughffe Townsville Picnic Bay 

2018-19 Lucy Bragg Townsville Picnic Bay 
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER 
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Lily Sayer – Special Achievement award for Outstanding Service.  

 

At the North Australian Championships, the true meaning of Nippers was on display 

when Eimeo SLSC under 12 member, Lily Sayer, stopped in the middle of her U12 

surf race to assist another competitor in difficulty. 

 

Lily noticed a fellow competitor struggling, so she stopped, offered reassurance and 

waited with her until the IRB arrived to take her back to shore safely, before Lily 

finished her own race. 

 

This highlights the importance of skills that are taught to our members through the 

Nipper program. It also highlights the attributes that cannot be taught – these selfless 

actions from our Nippers happen day in and day out with no expectation of 

recognition. We congratulate Lily! 

 

 

 

Success for Arcadian U14’s Girls’ Team at the NBB Surf Rescue Championships 

 

The Under 14 age group were entering their last year of Nippers and were 

asking what else they could do once Nippers was finished for them. We 

talked about Surf Rescue and First Aid Competitions. The girls were keen to 

give it a go. We had just one problem, nobody in our Club was up to date or 

had the skills to train the kids. So I approached Gary Gage of Townsville 

Picnic Bay SLSC and asked if he would be interested in training the girls and 

also train me to be their trainer for the future.  Ava Calleja, Indiah Rieck, Isla 

Murray and Lily Rosa paid Gary in Tim Tams and very hard work, learning 

new skills and developing their newly acquired knowledge from their Surf 

Rescue Certificates. 

 

On the 25th January at the NBB Surf Rescue Championships in Eimeo, the girls competed individually in the U14 

Champion Lifesaver event. This includes a Surf Race, Board Race, Tube Race, Beach Sprint, Examination Paper and a 

Patient Assessment. The girls were incredible and Arcadian SLSC are very proud of how they represented the club. The 

girls placed 1st Lily, 2nd Indiah, 3rd Ava and 6th Isla. 

  

They also competed in the U15 Champion Patrol competition. This required a scenario and tested their teamwork and 

skills under pressure. They won. They were the only competitors in the whole North Barrier Branch. The girls then split 

into teams of two for a First Aid competition. Again, testing their 

team work and a deeper level of knowledge and skill in the area 

of First Aid. This was also an U15 event and they performed 

admirably with some room for improvement. That said, the Blue 

Team of Ava & Isla came 2nd with the Gold Team of Indiah & Lily 

coming in 3rd against an experienced Eimeo team.  

 

Arcadian SLSC was the Champion Club for the day and it was the 

first time in many years we had any competitors in this arena.  We 

look forward to getting back to training as soon as possible and 

cleaning up in the 2020/21 season. My sincere thanks to Gary 

Gage and John Braddick of Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC, as well 

as Arcadians Charles Pashalis and Nicole Rieck for all their help 

leading up to and on the day. It was a mammoth day but worth it to see the Arcadian U14 girls all smiles. 

  

Linda Murray, Arcadian SLSC 
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Congratulations George Clarke - 50 Years of Surf Lifesaving Service 
 

On the 13th of December 1969, George Clarke gained his bronze medallion 

and some 50 years later, George is still actively involved in the Townsville 

Picnic Bay Surf Life Saving Club. He has made a number of outstanding 

contributions to this proud surf club and has been a most loyal and hard 

working member. For over 40 of these 50 years, George has held many 

positions in the club, including gear steward, chief instructor, R&R coach, 

examiner, carnival official, deputy president and president, along with 

serving on an extensive number of committees and sub-committees. He is 

the second longest serving president, having carried out two stints in this 

role with Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC. George has also held various 

positions within the North Barrier Branch, including inter-branch coach 

during the 1970s and 1980s and later as vice president and president for 

over 10 years.  In recognition of his outstanding service to Townsville Picnic 

Bay SLSC, George was awarded Life Membership in 1988 and for services 

to the North Barrier Branch, was awarded Life membership in 2008. 

 

 

Forrest Beach Fundraising Fun 
 

Despite the season being cut short due to the coronavirus, Forrest Beach had a 

successful year of fundraising with their two major events, “Get Wet in the Net” and the 

“Australia Day Family Fun Day”. November marks the start of the stinger season and 

the roll out of stinger enclosures across the north. The community of Forrest Beach has 

celebrated the stinger net at their beach for decades with an official opening of the 

stinger net party bringing the community together.  The event, previously run by the 

Forrest Beach Lions Club, is in its second year hosted by the Surf Club. Club Captain, 

Daniel Lahtinen said the event is a great way to engage the community. Get Wet in the 

Net is a free fun filled afternoon and evening down at the surf club with food and drinks 

for purchase, licensed bar, music, games and beach activities for the whole family. The 

event is a great way to showcase our club and the important role it plays in the 

community in keeping the public safe when visiting the beach and an opportunity to educate them on stinger safety and 

surf awareness, particularly in the warmer months,” Daniel said.  Forrest Beach is the only patrolled swimming enclosure 

in the Ingham area, which is enjoyed by locals and visitors from all over. “We are fortunate to have a patrolled swimming 

enclosure, so the community can still enjoy the beach and water and our beautiful lifestyle up here in the north while 

keeping safe,” Daniel said. 

 

With the net in, the club prepared for their annual, Australia Day Family Fun Day and what better way to celebrate 

Australia Day than to join the local lifesavers at the beach and your mates for some cricket, drinks and a pie! The day 

proved to be another great event with plenty on offer, including face painting, a sand castle building competition, games 

and novelty races, Aussie themed best dressed, the best of Aussie music, raffles and everyone’s highlights, the toad 

races and fish auction. “We have a great group of volunteers at Forrest Beach SLSC who serve the club with pride and 

we are very thankful for their dedication. Without them we would not be able to do the things we do, including our 

fundraising events,” Daniel said. All funds raised from the events go to supporting the club in continuing to provide 

valuable lifesaving 

services in the community, 

delivery surf education 

and training to members 

and the public, youth 

development and 

supporting our junior surf 

sports teams in their 

representative endeavors
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Surf Sports  
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DIRECTOR OF SURF SPORTS’ REPORT 
 

Another successful NBB surf sports season has come to an end, although the end was 

sooner and more sudden than what we expected it to be. Whilst this sudden end did not 

affect our carnival dates, the Junior, Senior and Masters State Championships as well as 

all Australian Titles were cancelled. This was a terrible shame for all competitors, 

especially our Juniors who had put in months of training.     

 

On a positive note, all NBB carnivals went ahead, most with increased participation of 

both competitors and new officials. At the beginning of the season we saw we were 

desperately in need of officials to successfully run our carnivals. It was positive to see 

that by the end of the season we now have another 15 officials. Moving forward, we 

need to ensure that we maintain in this growth. 

 

Carnivals  

Forrest Beach SLSC as always, is the beginning of 

our surf sports season and once again our most 

northern club delivered a great weekend. This event 

is an introduction to new members experiencing a 

carnival for the first time and great for returning 

members who may be lacking in inspiration. Forrest 

Beach needs to be the event that encourages these 

new and old members to get involved and attend 

future NBB carnivals. 

 

Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC held their first carnival in 

more than 12 years, which was a great success. 

They now plan to make this an annual event and are looking at increasing the age group of the participants to include 

under 17’s. 

 

Mackay SLSC hosted the NBB Championships and for once in many years, 

we had great weather, no stingers and representation from all clubs. Maybe 

it’s the experience of hosting the North Aussies for years, but Mackay once 

again held a great event. 

 

Eimeo SLSC hosted the NBB Surf Rescue Championships which was also 

their first carnival in many years. John Braddick, the Carnival Referee was 

very impressed with the club’s organisation. Surf Rescue has a limited 

following of competitors and NBB Clubs need to make their members aware 

of its benefits. Because of the range of events, Surf Rescue is well suited to 

those competitors who may not be the fastest swimmer or runner but have 

an interest in First Aid.  

 

NBB Junior Branch Team     

This was to be the sixth year of the NBB team, but as we 

know it was not to be. Thank you to the Mat Stone and Anne 

Moloney for your tireless efforts leading up to the cancelation 

of the event. Our members do not realise the effort and time it 

takes to organise and put together a team of this size. 

Unfortunately, it has been decided that moving forward, 

competitors will attend the State Championships as Clubs. 

 

NBB Director of Surf Sports 

Jason Wells   
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NBB CARNIVALS 
 

Carnival Venue Dates 

NBB Forrest Beach U8-Masters Carnival Forrest Beach SLSC 12 - 13 October 2019 

NBB Townsville Picnic Bay U8-U15 Carnival The Strand Picnic Bay SLSC 9 November 2019 

NBB Championships Mackay SLSC 7 - 8 December 2019 

NBB Surf Rescue Championships Eimeo SLSC 25 January 2020 

 

NORTH BARRIER BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS 
 

Rank Club Points 

1 Arcadian SLSC 990 

2 Sarina SLSC 559 

3 Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC 484 

4 Eimeo SLSC 397 

5 Forrest Beach SLSC 288 

6 Mackay SLSC 239 

7 Ayr SLSC 187 

 

 

Age Champion Name Club 

U14 Female Matilda Stone Arcadian SLSC 

U14 Male Nikolaus Djukic Mackay SLSC 

U15 Female Jorja Penny Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC 

U15 Male William Hanson Arcadian SLSC 

U17 Female Aimee Smith Arcadian SLSC 

U17 Male Paterson McKinnon Eimeo SLSC 

Open Female Aimee Smith Arcadian SLSC 

Open Male Martin de Haan Townsville Picnic Bay SLSC 

40-49 Female Lisa Vernon Sarina SLSC 

40-49 Male Paul Smith Arcadian SLSC 

50+ Male David Mowat Arcadian SLSC 

 

 

NORTH BARRIER BRANCH SURF RESCUE CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS 
 

Club 
Champion 
Lifesaver 

First 
Aid 

Patrol 
Competition 

Total 
Final 

Placing 

Arcadian SLSC 16 9 6 31 1 

Ayr SLSC 21 0 0 21 2 

Eimeo SLSC 14 6 0 20 3 
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QLD COUNTRY TEAM NBB MEMBERS 
 

Team Manager, Jason Wells 

Beach Coach, Mitch Coles 

Mariam Hall 

Will Hanson 

Jacob Fowler 

Ben Hisatake 

Bailey Parker 

Victor Lee 

Stella Henry 

Leo Cruckshank 

Bethany Bierton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH BARRIER BRANCH YOUTH STATE TEAM 
 

 

Ayr Arcadian Eimeo Forrest Beach 

Sophie Parker Aliyah West Tess Armstrong Louise Kaurila 

Isabella Moloney Matilda Stone Stella Henry Karleesh Sandow 

Mia Vivian Clancy Stone Cohen Ross Mariam Hall 

Bailey Parker Euan Roberts  Dana Kaurila 

Sharlie Archibald Keira West Townsville Picnic Bay Benon Hall 

Jedd Giddy Halle Burgers Abbie Penny Caleb Lahtinen 

Ben Hisatake Molly Roberts Caitie Penny Troy Austin 

 Ava Calleja Sophie Jones Corey Marshall 

Sarina Lily Rosa Jorja Penny Ellie Lahtinen 

Keean Rackham Isla Murray Amy Fowler Ruby MacPherson 

Jack Renehan Nate West Olivia Olsen John Austin 

Max Vernon Dale Humphreys Clementine Allen  

Ryan John Jack McMahon Lily Bragg Mackay 

Noah Vernon William Hanson Thomas Waldron Nikolaus Djukic 

Katie Baker  Will Pascoe Montanna Corrie 

Brianna Renehan  Drew Roberts Klara Close 

Rielly Masters   Bodie Mau 

Nate Brady    

Matthew Keune    

Reagan Tame    

Noah Dickson    

Jackson Roelofs    
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Surf Girl Program 
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SURF GIRL PROGRAM 
 

The Surf Girl Program is first and foremost a member development program which seeks to engage members within Surf 

Life Saving and aims to develop their skills and experience for their future careers within and also outside the lifesaving 

movement.  

 

This year there were eight ambassadors from different clubs within 

Queensland who collectively raised over $500,000 in vital funds and 

who have built community awareness for the lifesaving movement. All 

of this money will go towards surf safety education, member 

development, maintenance and purchase of new rescue equipment, 

increasing volunteer memberships and expanding training programs. 

Since the program’s inception in 1964 more than $17 million has been 

raised for surf lifesaving clubs across Queensland. 

 

Each year the 

ambassadors come 

together in Brisbane 

and the Surf Girl 

Ambassador of the 

year is named but 

due to the Covid-19 

pandemic the 

annual Surf Girl Ball 

had to be 

postponed this year 

and a new date has been set for the 8th of August. Despite the 

postponement of this event there is still plenty to celebrate with the 

eight Surf Girl ambassadors raising such a large amount of money as 

well as community awareness. Toni Morgan from Ayr SLSC and 

Keesha Close from Mackay SLSC were our representatives from the 

North Barrier Branch and we thank them for all their achievements this 

past year. 

 

 The 2020 Surf Girl Ambassadors: 

 

• Zara Chauvin-Hartmann, Cairns SLSC 

• Toni Morgan, Ayr SLSC 

• Keesha Close, Mackay SLSC 

• Georgia Martin, 

Bundaberg SLSC 

• Sonita Leng-Cole, 

Alexandra Headland 

SLSC 

• Ann-Sophie Sullivan, 

Point Lookout SLSC 

• Ela Heiniger, Burleigh 

Heads SLSC 

• Courtney Taylor, 

Currumbin SLSC 
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Keesha Close - Mackay SLSC 

 

I joined the Mackay Surf Lifesaving Club nippers’ program in 2007 as a green cap. The 

movement introduced me to not only surf sports, but also a great club. Over the years 

our club has given me many great mentors and lifelong friendships. I was hesitant to 

accept the role of Surf Girl when asked as I had just started a traineeship working a 

7/7 roster with the Thiess - Sisters in Mining Program. I felt that I would not be able to 

give 100% to the program but I also wanted to give back to a club that had a huge 

impact on who I am today. My main goal was to try to educate the community and to 

drive our membership numbers up, as over the last couple years we have seen a 

decrease especially in our nippers and youth. In October I was invited to attend the 

Surf Girl Workshop in Brisbane. I was disappointed as the weekend clashed with our 

annual North Australian Championship which I was hoping to compete at. Over the 

weekend we attended the Surf Rescue House where the workshop was held in which 

we learnt valuable lessons on how to represent our club to the best of our abilities, 

social media guides, community education sessions, marketing and sponsorship. We 

held a Little Lifesavers session at South Bank and had the chance to meet key 

members of SLSQ. I had the opportunity to do multiple awareness talks to a variety of schools, day care and home 

school stems. I wanted to educate the children, parents and teachers about the surf lifesaving movement and ways that 

they could stay safe on our beaches. The Mackay Sports Expo was also a great opportunity for our club to reach a high 

volume of the community and showcase our club and movement. Fundraising was another key element. The Annual 

High Tea event was successful, and we had so many businesses from throughout the community donate. The Variety 

Club Rally was a busy, stressful but rewarding three days feeding 300 people a variety of choices in a two-hour period. 

In March all our fundraisers and activities came to a standstill with the onset of Covid-19. This was a great let down for 

our next fundraiser which had already been postponed once. As I look back, I am glad I accepted this journey and had 

the opportunity to thank and showcase my club – Mackay Surf Lifesaving Club.  I would like to say thank you to the 

Supporters Club – for allowing me to use our venue for functions and raffles and also to our Chef, Lawrence – I would 

not have been able to do some of the fundraisers without you and your awesome cooking skills. To our administrator 

Joclyn – thank you for your updates, reminders, support and being there.  Lastly to my mum, Lexi – The Surf Girl 

Journey would have been impossible without you. 

 

Keesha Close, 2019/20 Mackay SLSC Surf Girl Ambassador  
  

 

Toni Morgan - Ayr SLSC 
 

What a year, to say at the least. Being an active member of the Ayr Surf Lifesaving 

Club for 13 years, both competing in Surf Sports but also as a Patrolling Member, I 

decided that the Surf Girl Program was something I was eager to do. Growing 

up within the small club - which to some, became a second family - gave me the 

opportunity to not only represent the club as a Surf Girl, but to also be able to give 

back to the club all that I have received over the years. After I watched many Surf 

Girls complete the journey, I thought I knew what it entailed. However, I soon learnt 

there was more than is seen on the surface. I spent my Surf Girl journey not only 

raising funds that all go directly back to the club to assist with purchasing safety and 

training equipment, but I've also been out and about in the community raising surf 

awareness, and aiming to increase club membership. Being a Surf Girl entrant, I 

learnt 3 very important things over the 12 months. Organisation, support and 

communication - all extremely important elements when partaking in this 12 month 

journey. Sadly, due to Covid-19, many changes occurred within the Surf Girl 

Program. This affected upcoming and much anticipated scheduled events, and final 

judging week and awards evening. Nevertheless, the past 12 months allowed me to gain new skills, meet an abundance 

of people, but ultimately and most importantly, I believe I have represented our Club to the best of my abilities.  

 

Toni Morgan, 2019/20 Ayr SLSC Surf Girl Ambassador  
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Financial Statements 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
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Partners and Sponsors 
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NBB PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 
 

Principal 

 

           
 

Government 

 
 

Local Government 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

Community & Business 

• Mayor’s Community Fund – TCC  

• Townsville Bulletin 

• A ‘One’ Locations and Consulting 

• BHP Billiton 

• Annette Ellis 

• Michael & Joanna Clyde 

• The Bragg Family                                        

• Flo & Keith Payne 

• The Braddick Family 

• The Galea Family 

• The Rossato Family 

• George & Jenny Clarke 

• Lyn Coomber   

• Gary Morgan 

• A Menico c/- J Menico 

• Sam Johnson & Family 

 

Affiliates 

            

  

In Recognition of the Australian Government and their 

contribution towards North Barrier Branch through the Beach 

Safety Equipment Fund 

In Recognition of the Queensland Government and their 

contribution towards North Barrier Branch through the Queensland 

Fire & Emergency Services, Lifesaving Services Development 

Fund and the Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
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NORTH BARRIER BRANCH AFFILIATED CLUBS 
  



 

 

 

Thank you to all our members who proudly wear the red 

and yellow to achieve our vision of  

“Zero Preventable Deaths in Queensland Public Waters” 


